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For our Nov. 18 meeting I thought it would be interesting to have a brief discussion of 
the social context for science exhibits, mainly focusing on how broader cultural attitudes 
can be represented, transmitted, and reproduced through the medium of the science 
exhibit.  In other words, what else is being communicated beyond the strict realm of 
“science” when we look at a science exhibit?  I chose this article mainly because it is 
grounded in a MSI exhibit and has themes that relate to their recent blockbuster, “Body 
Worlds.”  Although the author’s attitude toward MSI is highly critical, she raises some 
interesting points regarding the display of science in the museum setting. 
 
The wall of fetuses is still there, so please take a look at them if you get a chance (I 
think they are on the far east wall on the Rotunda level). 
 
I also think it would be helpful for discussion if when you are at MSI these next few 
weeks you take a moment to look at some of the other exhibits and think about 
questions such as: 
 
1. Who is funding the exhibit, and how might this play into the messages that are being 
transmitted through the exhibit? (We touched on this last week in Chaz’s discussion via 
the Boeing example) 
 
2. What concepts are included or emphasized/not included in the exhibit? (Either in 
terms of text, graphics, or the special structure of the exhibit) 

- How does this reflect the goals and attitudes of the curator, the museum?  
- How might this impact what the visitor will take away from the exhibit or the museum 

as a whole?  
- How does it serve to shape and/or reinforce attitudes about topics as broad as 

“health,” “population,” or “war,” for example. 
 
3. How is the scientific community represented in the exhibits? How is society(s) 
represented? 
 








































